August  16, 2010

Dear Parents,
 Subject: NIMH Posting - CONFERENCE on Pandas and Fall 2010 IVIG Study

 Many of you have seen this already but for those who have not --- Below is the link to a press release from Dr. Tom Insel, Director of the NIMH.

 There is movement forward finally on Pandas --- I think much to many doctors relief! and certainly due to the continued efforts and endurance of Dr. Swedo.  Parents know that YOU ARE THE ONES that woke the sleeping giants!  Research will begin and hopefully treatment will be more readily available.  

 My impression is that the White Paper will come out in a few months.  Tomorrow I will send the list of 200 Cases I was able to present to the NIMH.  Thanks for two years of work.....many of us individually, Saving Sammy, Lauren Johnson.......it is a solemn victory.

Diana Pohlman 

http://www.nimh.nih….index-ocd.shtml
(excerpt from notice from NIMH)  August 13, 2010

Microbes and Mental Illness

Posted by Thomas Insel

"Hints that some mental illness may be linked to infectious agents and/or autoimmune processes date back to at least the early 20th Century. In the 21st Century, the field of microbiomics, which is mapping the microbial environment of the human organism, may transform the way we think about human physical and mental development."

"Interest in PANDAS has also been spurred by an increasingly vocal network of affected families and the clinicians who are treating their often severely-impaired children. Conference participants heard reports from the front lines by some of these clinicians, who largely corroborated key features of the syndrome, originally identified by NIMH’s Dr. Susan Swedo in the mid-l990s."
